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MATTERS
GIVING 

Connecting People Who Care 
With Causes That Matter

W I N T E R  2 0 2 5

CFOS is proud to host the 10th Annual Hudson Valley Gives on 
May 21, 2025. Each year, hundreds of organizations across the 
Hudson Valley come together for this regional online giving event, 
raising critical funds to help continue their important work.

Nonprofits can now register to participate and businesses can 
sponsor this impactful event by visiting HVGives.org. For more 
information, email Andréa Bedrosian at Andrea@cfosny.org.

Mark your calendars, and when May 21 rolls around, head to 
HVGives.org to give where you live and support your favorite cause!

HUDSON VALLEY GIVES 
CELEBRATES 10 YEARS 
Give Where You Live on May 21st
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As we move into the new year, it is a privilege 
to share the exciting strides we’ve made at the 
Community Foundation of Orange and Sullivan in 
our ongoing commitment to connect people who 
care with causes that matter.

In this issue, we proudly highlight the first-ever 
round of grants awarded through the Orange 
and Sullivan Equity Fund. These grants reflect 
our dedication to promoting diversity, equity, 

accessibility, and inclusion (DEAI) across the region. Six organizations 
have been selected to receive these inaugural funds, each advancing 
equity and inclusion through their unique and impactful programs. We 
are excited to support their work and look forward to seeing the positive 
change they will inspire in 2025 and beyond!

We also celebrate the 2024 Make a Difference grants, which support 
local organizations fighting food insecurity. These grants will help tackle 
hunger and provide essential resources to individuals and families in 
our communities. In addition, we are thrilled to announce that the CFOS 
scholarship portal is now open, offering nearly $500,000 in scholarships 
for the Class of 2025.

As we reflect on the end of 2024, we also acknowledge the generosity 
of our donors and partners. Through their support, CFOS was able to 
make vital year-end grants that are making a tangible difference across 
Orange and Sullivan counties. These contributions help ensure that 
organizations focused on healthcare, education, sustainability, and more 
can continue their critical work in our region.

Looking ahead, we are gearing up for an exciting year of fund 
development, strategic grantmaking, and growing partnerships with 
nonprofit organizations. Thank you for your ongoing support and 
dedication to our shared mission. We look forward to continuing this 
work with you in the year ahead! 

Elizabeth Rowley 
CFOS President and CEO
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We’re excited to introduce our new Administrative Assistant Christine 
Piscitella. We’re thrilled to have Christine on our team, and she’s 
eager to ensure that all the important tasks and duties at CFOS are 
handled efficiently. Whether it’s record-keeping, organizing meetings, 
or managing funds, Christine is on top of it and keeps things running 
smoothly behind the scenes. She can be reached at christine@cfosny.org.

CFOS Welcomes New Team Member



The Make a Difference Fund is the Community 
Foundation’s only unrestricted fund focused on 
supporting emerging community needs in our two-
county area. The CFOS board and staff determine 
the focus area each year. CFOS is proud to announce 
the recipients of the 2024 Make a Difference grants, 
awarded to local organizations tackling food 
insecurity in Orange and Sullivan counties.

Sullivan County Federation for the Homeless 
provides services to individuals facing homelessness. 
The Federation’s new food waste reduction initiative 
rescues nutritious food for its soup kitchen and food 
pantry, helping to meet urgent food needs while 
reducing waste.

The Community Food Pantry at Grahamsville 
United Methodist Church, which has served the 
Tri-Valley area for nearly 40 years, distributes food 
monthly to 75-100 individuals and provides holiday 
meal baskets. The grant will support their continued 
work in the community.

The Community Church Food Pantry in the Town of 
Mamakating serves 100 families monthly, providing 
fresh produce, dairy, meat, and other essentials. Run 
by volunteers and funded through donations, this 
grant will help expand their outreach.

The Union Food Pantry in the Town of Newburgh 
distributes non-perishable food and fresh items on 
a bi-weekly basis. This entirely volunteer-run pantry 
serves the community regardless of background, and 
the grant will help them continue their vital work.

The Town of Montgomery Food Pantry, founded 
in 1980, serves over 1,200 individuals. With support 
from donations and food drives, the pantry ensures 
access to nutritious food while maintaining dignity 
for all who seek assistance.

Common Ground Farm’s Newburgh Community 
Food Access Project provides stipends to local 
farmers for unsold produce, which is then delivered 
to the Deacon Jack Food Pantry. This innovative 
program helps reduce food waste while providing 
fresh produce to those in need.

“These organizations are doing critical work to 
address food insecurity, and CFOS is proud to 
support their efforts,” said Elizabeth Rowley, CFOS 
President and CEO. “Through our Make a Difference 
grants, we hope to alleviate some of the burden on 
these dedicated organizations and help them reach 
more individuals and families facing food insecurity.”
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2024 Make a Difference Grants 
Awarded to Local Organizations Fighting Food Insecurity

Common Ground Farm’s Newburgh Community Food Access Project supports local farmers.
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Each of these organizations received $1,000 to further 
their vital work in both Orange and Sullivan counties, 
fostering stronger communities and advancing social 
change.

The grants were made possible through the CFOS 
Diversity, Equity, Accessibility, and Inclusion (DEAI) 
Committee. Looking ahead, the committee will once 
again be accepting applications in the fall of 2025, 
offering support for programs, training, and initiatives 
that promote equity and inclusion throughout the 
region.

The Orange and Sullivan Equity Fund, an important 
initiative of the Community Foundation of Orange and 
Sullivan, is thrilled to announce its first-ever round of 
grants, benefiting six impactful organizations across 
the region. Chosen in December 2024, these recipients 
will use their funding to support a range of projects 
throughout 2025, focused on promoting equity and 
inclusion in our communities.

$500 thousand in CFOS Scholarships 
Available for Class of 2025 
Students are encouraged to apply now!

ORANGE  and SULLIVAN EQUITY FUND 
AWARDS INAUGURAL GRANTS

The inaugural grant recipients are:

Newburgh Urban Farm and Food Initiative 
(NUFFI) — Fresh Nutritious Food Distribution Program

Leadership Orange — Building, Belonging and 
Equity Through Leadership

EC Media Group Foundation — Media 
Production Internships

Tusten Social — Tusten Social Teen Youth Club

Hurleyville Performing Arts Centre — 
REEL PERSPECTIVES: Diverse Voices, Shared Stories

The Black Library — Annual Fashion Show 2025
COMMUNITY FOUNDATIO

N
 

C
LASS OF 2025

The CFOS scholarship portal is now open! A total 
of 175 scholarships worth nearly $500 thousand 
will be distributed from funds at the Community 
Foundation of Orange and Sullivan this spring. High 
school seniors and adults returning to college are 
encouraged to apply for these scholarships at 
cfosny.org. The deadline to apply is April 14. 

After filling out a universal application, they will 
be notified of which specific scholarships they are 

eligible for and whether those scholarships have 
additional application requirements. This streamlined 
process makes it easier for students to find the 
best-fit scholarship opportunities for their unique 
circumstances and abilities.

For more information or to apply for Community 
Foundation scholarships, visit cfosny.org or contact 
CFOS Programs and Donor Services Coordinator 
Lisa Mitchell at 845-769-9393 or Lisa@cfosny.org.
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Year-end CFOS Grants
Support Nonprofits 

These donations will support Hospice’s mission of providing 
compassionate care to individuals and families during some of 
life’s most difficult times. 

The Lazare and Charlotte Kaplan Foundation Fund wrapped 
up its Community Grants cycle, awarding nearly $34,000 to 
nonprofits in Sullivan County. Some of the recipients include:

• $8,300 to A Single Bite for their Family Meals & Nutrition 
Education program, promoting healthy eating and nutrition for 
local families.

• $5,000 to Gael Roots Community Farm for their School 
to Farm Internship program, which provides hands-on 
agricultural education to young people.

The Crystal Run Village Foundation Fund has awarded 
$125,000 to ADAPT of the Hudson Valley, funding their 
StationMD program. This innovative program brings virtual 
urgent care directly to individuals in their homes, ensuring 
better access to healthcare and more personalized care. 

Thank you to everyone who contributes to these efforts and 
to the organizations working hard to make our region a  
better place!

As 2024 wrapped up, a number of CFOS funds 
made vital donations to organizations making 
a real impact in our communities.

Hospice of Orange & Sullivan Counties and Hudson Valley Hospice have been the 
recipients of a combined $70,000 in donations, thanks to two CFOS funds:

• $25,000 from Healey Brothers Driven to Give to Hospice of Orange & Sullivan Counties 

• $25,000 from Healey Brothers Driven to Give to Hudson Valley Hospice 

• $20,000 from the Rowley Family Foundation to Hospice of Orange & Sullivan Counties 

Rowley Family Foundation presents Hospice grant.

A Single Bite volunteers distribute healthy meals.

Healey Driven to Give Foundation presents a grant to Hudson Valley Hospice.



The following funds have joined the CFOS Family of Funds since October of 2024. 
We are honored to support their charitable intentions. 

Please visit cfosny.org to learn about these funds or contribute.

WELCOME TO
 T

H
E
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Anthony B. Ritter & Linda Slocum Legacy FundA Child’s Wish – Alice & Arnold 
Amthor Foundation

Elizabeth Karnas Memorial Scholarship Fund 

Cynthia G. DeLeon Legacy Fund 
for Music & Healing

Goshen Class of 2029 
Booster Club Fund Hines-Forshay Fund Linda and Anthony Cellini Scholarship Fund 

Fallsburg Central HS Class of 1974 Scholarship Fund
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FAMILY

Livingston Manor Free Library 
Endowment Fund

Orange County Chamber of Commerce Foundation

San Miguel Academy of Newburgh Finish Line Scholarship Fund
Sharon Delmonico Memorial Scholarship Fund

Silent No More Foundation Steven Quinn Memorial 
Foundation 

William Bartsch Endowment Fund 
for the Historical Society 
of the Town of Warwick 

Livingston Manor Free 
Library Campaign Fund
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S A V E  T H E  D A T E 

26th Annual Reception26th Annual Reception  

October 22, 2025  |  5:30 - 8:30 PM  |  West Hills Country Club

Thank you to all who joined us on February 13 at 
Resorts World Catskills for the CFOS Donor and 
Volunteer Appreciation Reception. We were thrilled 
to host this special event to show appreciation to our 
loyal volunteers and committed donors.

Congratulations to longtime volunteers and CFOS 
supporters Judy Siegel and Ron and Anita Feller, this 
year’s recipients of the Karen Minogue Award for 
Distinguished Service. The Fellers established the 
Corinne Feller Memorial Scholarship Fund in memory 
of their daughter, which has distributed over $85,000 

to Valley Central graduates. They’ve also dedicated 
themselves to volunteer roles in their church and 
community for more than five decades.

Judy serves as President of the Livingston Manor 
Temple, a Rotarian, a member of the Town of Liberty 
Planning Board, and co-founder of the STEAM Fund. 
Her advocacy for CFOS has helped the Foundation 
foster new relationships in Sullivan County.

Several volunteers were also recognized for their 
many years of service to CFOS including David Apps 
and Michael Bonura.

Celebrating Giving Hearts 
at Donor and Volunteer Reception

Ron and Anita Feller Judy Siegel and Biz Rowley Michael Bonura and Biz Rowley David Apps and Biz Rowley


