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The Fund for East Ramapo Public School Students 

Awards Nearly $241,000 to Support Youth Enrichment, Education,  

and Leadership Programs 

Montgomery, NY – June 30, 2026:  The Fund for East Ramapo Public School Students, established by 

Latham & Watkins LLP and administered by the Community Foundation of Orange, Sullivan & 

Rockland (CFOSR), is proud to announce the award of 12 grants totaling $240,974 to nonprofit 

organizations serving students throughout the East Ramapo Central School District. To date, this fund has 

distributed $700,000 to local nonprofit organizations since it began making grants in 2022. 

Created to expand educational opportunities and enrich the lives of local students, the Fund supports 

innovative programs that foster academic achievement, leadership development, arts education, STEM 

learning, and personal growth. 

The following organizations received grants: 

• CEJJES Institute – Backrs Scholars Success System 

• Daytop Preparatory School– After School Media & STEM Enrichment Program (new program) 

• JAMCCAR – Ekklipse Steel Band 

• JAMCCAR. - G.R.A.C.E.- Empowering ERCSD Middle School Girls Through Education, Well-

Being and Social Justice. 

• Konbit Neg Lakay – KNL Beyond Arts Program 

• Rockland Community Farm Network – Farm-Based STEM Enrichment for East Ramapo 

Students 

• Rockland County YMCA –Youth and Government Civic Leadership Initiative for East Ramapo 

Students 

• The Salvation Army – Spring Valley Community Center’s Afterschool Program & Summer Fun 

Program 

• Smarty Pants Summer Camp - Educational Enrichment Summer Camp 

• The Rem Louis Memorial Scholarship Fund - A Scholarship, presented by the Aces Legacy 

Foundation, awarding financial assistance to graduating high school senior student-athletes who 

embody community leadership, hard work, and discipline.  

• VCS Inc.- Student Mental Health Services and Career-Skills Development Program 

• Wonder Girls - Rockland County Youth Leadership, Mental Health & Postsecondary Readiness 

Initiative 
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“These grants represent a significant investment in the future of East Ramapo students,” said Elizabeth 

Rowley, President and CEO of the Community Foundation of Orange, Sullivan & Rockland. “By 

supporting programs that nurture academic success, leadership skills, creativity, and personal 

development, the Fund continues to create meaningful opportunities for young people across the district.” 

Since its establishment, the Fund for East Ramapo Public School Students has supported initiatives 

designed to address educational inequities and provide students with access to high-quality enrichment 

experiences beyond the classroom. The grants announced today will help hundreds of students participate 

in programs offered by Rockland County nonprofit organizations. 

"These grants represent an investment in the extraordinary potential of East Ramapo students," said Corey 

Calabrese, Partner at Latham & Watkins and member of the Fund for East Ramapo Public School 

Students Advisory Board. "By supporting organizations that provide academic enrichment, arts education, 

leadership development, and summer learning opportunities, we are helping to create pathways for young 

people to discover their talents, build confidence, and pursue their goals. We are proud to partner with the 

Community Foundation and these outstanding organizations to strengthen opportunities for students 

throughout the district." 

The impact of the Fund for East Ramapo Public School Students extends beyond these annual grants. In 

2025, the fund established the Joseph Vitelio Gregorio Scholarship Fund, honoring the legacy of Joseph 

Vitelio Gregorio, a dedicated advocate for equity and an active member of the Rockland County NAACP. 

The scholarship recognizes graduating East Ramapo students who demonstrate a strong commitment to 

community advocacy, meaningful service, and leadership. Each year, one graduating senior is selected to 

receive a $5,000 scholarship award, paid directly to an accredited college, university, or vocational 

program. With successful completion of an annual academic review, recipients may renew the award for 

up to four years, providing as much as $20,000 in educational support. The scholarship reflects the fund's 

ongoing commitment to empowering future changemakers and expanding opportunities for East Ramapo 

students. 

For more information about the Fund for East Ramapo Public School Students or the Community 

Foundation of Orange, Sullivan & Rockland, visit www.cfosrny.org. 

About the Community Foundation of Orange, Sullivan & Rockland: Based in Montgomery, NY, the Community 

Foundation of Orange, Sullivan & Rockland connects people who care with causes that matter. Established in 1999, 

the Foundation helps philanthropic individuals, businesses and organizations establish charitable funds that will 

award grants and scholarships, for good, forever. The Foundation has significantly increased the region’s 

charitable capital and has empowered donors to make a profound difference in the quality of life in our region. 

Since its inception, the Foundation, with its donors and fund representatives, has awarded nearly $45 million in 

grants and scholarships. The Community Foundation of Orange, Sullivan & Rockland currently administers over 

650 active charitable funds that represent over $75 million in assets to support animal welfare, arts and culture, 

education, the environment, health and human services, recreation, and youth. To learn more, visit cfosrny.org. 

### 

Photo Caption: Photos of students participating in the G.R.A.C.E program (Girls Reaching All Concepts 

of Excellence), a school-based mentoring program, hosted by The Jamaican Civic and Cultural 

Association of Rockland, Inc. (JAMCCAR) 
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The Community Foundation of Orange, Sullivan & Rockland enables charitable individuals and 
organizations to become meaningful donors by providing trusted support and expertise for their 

contributions to make a difference in our community, now and forever. 
www.CFOSRNY.org 


